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 German Notes v 1.0

?
Meaning
What to do…

<#####>
any word
Substitute your own word.

Sittingbourne, London & Dover
Places
Substitute your own places.

England
Country
Substitute your own country.

Peter
Name
Substitute your own name.

43, 50, 1234 etc
Age, year, distance, power, model number, membership number or numeric other value.
Substitute your own value.

~
No translation
~

&
Alternative translation
~

Etiquette

“You” = “Sie” (formal / polite) or “Du” (informal). It is polite to use “Sie” and all its derivatives. However, if the German operator uses “Du” or its derivatives you can use “Du” too. It would be impolite to start a QSO with an unknown operator using “Du.” “Sie/Du” and their derivatives are usually capitalised but this not common practice in amateur radio. To ask if you may call someone by the “Du” form send: “Könnten wir uns duzen ? “ If you receive the reply, “Ja, natürlich” (“Yes, of course.”) all is well!

Language

It is simpler to use “Sie” otherwise you will need to substitute the formal forms of you/your/yours/yourself for their informal equivalents. You will also need to preserve any endings added to reflect gender and case. The verb stem differs too. The “Sie” form of the verb is the infinitive (e.g. To go ) found in a dictionary, so it is much easier to use for QSOs! The table below shows formal and informal equivalents for you/your/yours/yourself so the user can recognise them. Gender/case endings would need to be added where appropriate.


You

Nominative
You

Accusative
You

Dative
Your
Yourself

Formal / Polite
Sie
Sie
Ihnen
Ihr
Sich

Informal
Du
Dich
Dir
Dein
Dich

Special Characters

German contains special and accented characters shown in the table below for CW operators. Other digital mode users can send the proper characters from the keyboard or use the ‘Accepted Practice’.


Accepted Practice

 – send as two characters
IARU Morse Equivalent

 - send as barred characters

ä
A E
AA

ö
O E
OE

ü
U E
UT

ß
S S
Not known

National Radio Society

Deutscher Amateur Radio Club (DARC)

www.darc.de
On-Line Dictionary

http://dict.leo.org/
www.freetranslation.com/
babelfish.altavista.digital.com/babelfish/tr
