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News from Peter Kirk, May 2003

IMPORTANT NOTE: If you wish to continue to receive Peter’s Page by post, you must return the enclosed response slip! See below for more details.

Dear Friends,

As many of you already know, I am now back home in England. I was sorry to leave Australia at the beginning of April. But I had no good reason to stay there, and decided not just to look for an excuse. My time in Australia was worthwhile but I felt that I had spent the time that I needed to have there.

But as I also had no good reason to go back to High Wycombe and some reasons not to, I decided to move back to Chelmsford, to be near friends and my home church at Meadgate. For the time being I am renting a room from a Christian man in Chelmer Village. My house in Great Baddow should become vacant within a few months, so I may well move back in there. Meanwhile I have let my house in High Wycombe.

I took the opportunity to see quite a lot of Australia and New Zealand. I started by spending ten days over the New Year in the South Island of New Zealand, where I was blessed with fine weather even in some of the wettest places in the world. The scenery is magnificent, and there is a lot of interesting animal and plant life. Among the highlights were climbing the Franz Josef glacier and white water rafting near Queenstown.

Back in Australia, I made two long trips. The first took me by train from Sydney to Adelaide and then on special bus tours right through the Centre to the tropical north. I visited Ayers Rock and Alice Springs, where there was welcome rain in what is usually a very dry place, and continued to Darwin and Kakadu National Park. I returned to Coffs Harbour briefly then flew back north to Cairns, where I hired a car and experienced the rain forests, in suitable rain, and the Great Barrier Reef before starting south. On the way I enjoyed a three day sailing trip in the Whitsunday Islands, and then drove on to Coffs Harbour, and finally, after more than 4000 km of driving in three weeks, to Sydney for my flight home. This was my first real experience of the tropics, and in what was said to be the worst season, but I preferred that climate to England even in May!

I hope soon to make some photos of my trips available on my website, as below.

So what am I doing now I am back home? Well, I have returned temporarily to the Azerbaijani Old Testament translation project, now working directly for the Bible Societies’ consultant. He asked me to do some final computer-related checks before the text is sent for publication. It turns out that some changes are needed which are more than trivial and have to be agreed with the team, and so I have been asked to make another trip to Baku. I will be going back there, for the first time since January last year, from 9th to 23rd June. I hope they can then do the typesetting. I helped to start this project in 1995, and I am happy to work on it to the end.

Apart from that I have no definite plans. The other project I mentioned in my last letter, for a language related to Russian, no longer needs my help. I have been asked to return to the Key Terms in Biblical Hebrew project, but I am reluctant to get back into what is basically a Wycliffe/SIL project. I am still seriously considering studying for a PhD, but my ideas on topics keep changing! Please pray for wisdom on this.

A note on finances: During my ten years with Wycliffe I was relying partly on my personal income – rent from my house and some interest – and partly on gifts from many of you. I am very grateful for the support which I received. And I thank the Lord that the amount was always close to what I needed for living and for my ministry, as confirmed in the budget set for me by Wycliffe. Towards the end of that time, after I received the money from my parents’ estates, most of this income was coming from my personal sources. And I now find myself in the happy position of having just enough personal income to live on – as long as I don’t overspend as I did in Australia. I should need to rely on gifts only for expenses such as fares and study fees.

If any of you would like to continue to support Bible translation work in Azerbaijan, I would invite you to send gifts to the Bible Society, Stonehill Green, Westlea, Swindon SN5 7DG (a registered charity), or to your local Bible society, as they provide most of the funding. Contact me if you would like more specific information.

Do you still want to receive Peter’s Page? I know some of you asked to receive news from me because I was with Wycliffe. Others I have not heard from for several years. For this reason I am asking all of you who receive this letter by post to confirm with me that you still want to receive it (2-3 times per year) by returning the enclosed response slip. This does not apply to those of you who receive Peter’s Page by e-mail, my preference as it costs me nothing, nor to those who receive it by hand through the Great Baddow churches.

Peter Kirk

Temporary address: 15 Marston Beck, Chelmsford CM2 6RL  Tel. 01245 604744

E-mail: peter.r.kirk@ntlworld.com  Personal website: http://web.onetel.net.uk/~peterkirk/

IMPORTANT: If you still want to receive Peter’s Page by post, please return this slip to Peter Kirk, 15 Marston Beck, Chelmsford CM2 6RL, or e-mail the information to peter.r.kirk@ntlworld.com.

· I would like to receive Peter’s Page by e-mail (preferred)

· I would still like to receive Peter’s Page by post.

· Please remove me from your mailing list (default for those receiving this by post i.e. in an envelope)
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