[image: image1.jpg]


Peter’s Page
News from Peter Kirk, November 2002

Please feel free to copy and display this letter as you wish

Dear Friends and Supporters,

I’m sorry that it has been a long time since I wrote to you all. Meanwhile a lot has been happening, which I will outline in this letter. Many of you will have already heard at least the basics of what happened during September. But there have been more developments in October, so read on!

23 February-11 March: My holiday in Egypt. I had a great time exploring the historical sites, as well as snorkelling in the Red Sea and relaxing on a sailing boat on the Nile. You can see some of my pictures at http://web.onetel.net.uk/~peterkirk/. I enjoyed for the first time the sub-tropical sun, sea and sand, and seeing date palms, mangroves and banana plantations. Little did I expect that before the end of the year I would be living among all of these.

19 March-2 April: Visit to St. Petersburg. For the first and probably last time I worked at the beautiful new city centre office where SIL’s translation work is coordinated, for peoples who mostly live thousands of miles to the south and east. My own task was to help out in the short-staffed computer department. It was interesting to watch the city moving rapidly from winter to spring, with the Gulf of Finland changing from thick solid ice to open water in just a few days.
11 May: “Holy Untranslatable” conference. I presented at this day conference at the University of Warwick a paper “Holy Communicative”, in which I sought to convince an academic audience that the Bible can be translated in a meaningful and responsible way. My paper should be published in due course, or see the Bible translation link at http://web.onetel.net.uk/~peterkirk/.
27 May-21 June: Translation course. This was essentially the third time for me to help with teaching this course for Bible translators in training. This year it had been restructured as part of the new European Training Programme. The course went well despite a few teething problems, with a very interesting international group of students.

12-27 July: North Eurasia Group conference in Germany. I was back for the fourth time at the same conference centre in Germany for another two weeks with others translating and supporting the work in the former Soviet Union. An interesting change this time was that the guest speaker was a Korean, Dr David Lee.

14 August-19 September: Ann in Britain. I had got to know Ann, from Australia, because of our shared interest in Bible translation and through an Internet discussion group. She is a scholar of classical Greek, and she has translated the New Testament into English, using evidence from recently discovered papyri which is still ignored by other translators. Gradually we came to realise that we had more things in common. Ann wanted to meet me and to visit Britain, so I helped to make arrangements. I took some time off to show her round England, and to take her to Edinburgh and to the Scottish castle where her Maxwell ancestors once lived.
5 September: Resignation. I resigned from Wycliffe Bible Translators and from SIL International, after ten years as a member and seven years “on the field”. My reasons for this are complex. But, to put things simply, I have lost confidence in Wycliffe and SIL and have found their priorities and mine drifting apart. I have also found membership of the organisations constricting to my academic position and even to my private life. But I still desire to serve the Lord Jesus Christ in the field of Bible translation. I regret leaving the work in Azerbaijan while it is unfinished, but I know that the team now working there will be able to complete the project.
Many thanks to those of you who have been supporting my work with Wycliffe, financially and in other ways. Please do not send via Wycliffe any further gifts for my support.

10 September: Engagement. By river at Marlow, I asked Ann to marry me, and she said yes.

16 September: Decision to move. I decided to move to Australia as soon as possible, and bought a ticket to travel only a week after Ann, for an initial period of six months. I also bought her a diamond ring. For the next few days I was busy making arrangements and packing all my belongings for a short notice departure, including leaving my house in the care of my neighbours.
29 September: Arrival in Sydney. After two nights in the air and half a day in Tokyo airport, I was glad to be met in the spring sunshine by Ann and two of her three children, and taken two hours north to Newcastle. We had arranged to spend a few days there with her parents. I really enjoyed these few days, where for the first time in years I felt part of a family. But Ann was strangely tense.
4-5 October: End of engagement. On the Friday morning Ann suddenly announced that she didn’t want to marry me. At first I thought that she was having passing doubts. But the next day she made her intentions very clear. We set off by car supposedly for Ann’s home town, several hours to the north. But a mile or so down the road she refused to take me further and ordered me out of the car. I ended up spending the weekend alone in a cheap hotel in Newcastle, while Ann went home without me.
8 October: Move to Coffs Harbour. On the Tuesday I took a coach six hours up the coast northwards to Coffs Harbour, where I am now. I came here because I wanted to talk about the situation with Ann’s best friend, who I met in England and who lives here. Also Ann and her friend had told me about a good church here with a mission interest in Russia and Turkey. (It is a coincidence that my uncle and aunt used to live here.) So I came, and for the moment I have stayed. Ann’s friend and the church (see www.coffsclc.org.au) have helped me a lot through this difficult time. But for the moment Ann is refusing to communicate with me, even to explain why she changed her mind so suddenly. I have now accepted, reluctantly, that the relationship is over.
Well, Coffs Harbour is certainly a beautiful place, with wonderful Pacific beaches and a great climate – though it may get a bit too hot soon. The very day I arrived it was announced that this city has won the Nations in Bloom international award as the most liveable city in the world, in its population category of 20,000 to 75,000 people; and I would agree! I am now living in a shared house with people from the church. It’s an old house but in a prime position with an ocean view.
But now I need to decide what to do, in the short and long term. I had decided to build a new life in Australia, and I am in no hurry to go back on it even without Ann – although I need a legal reason to stay, which marriage to an Australian would have given. I don’t feel that I have much to move back to England for. I do feel the need for a stable home base, but the little stability I had found in High Wycombe has now gone, and I have no desire to live there again. As for the short term, I will probably stay here until March or April as originally planned, with a short trip to New Zealand just after Christmas as I am not allowed to be in Australia for more than three months in a time.
I have only one fairly definite plan. I am convinced, as William Tyndale was, that the Bible should be translated so that it can be read and understood by ordinary people with no church background. The Word of God is not the property of the church, and its interpretation must not be dependent on any religious establishment. I have also seen how many people who had rejected the church have come to Christian faith by reading the Bible alone (cf. John 20:31). So I am excited that I will be involved, part time, in a Bible translation project where the translators and the main target audience are not Christians. This is a new translation into an eastern European language, which is similar enough to Russian that I can learn it quite quickly. I expect to visit this project in April or May next year, but I hope to be able to do this work without living in the area or visiting regularly.

Apart from that, I am seriously considering studying for a Ph.D. related to Bible translation, but so far I am quite undecided about where to study or exactly what subject. Your suggestions are welcome. Meanwhile I am trusting the Lord to lead me, on where to live and what to do.

Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year, and blessings to you all in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,

Peter Kirk
Address at least until Christmas 2002: 39 Jarrett Street, Coffs Harbour NSW 2450, Australia

Please use this e-mail address for me: peter.r.kirk@ntlworld.com
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