Fylde & District Branch of the Pony Club

Further guide lines and information for the Winter League Dressage Series.

Over 12’s Novice competition.

This year I have not tried to define a novice horse or rider. I have assumed that

anyone, or any horse/pony, that is a novice would not be of sufficient standard to ride

the Pony Club Novice Championship Dressage 2005 test. This is why the 1st and 2nd

placed individuals from the novice competition will not qualify for the ride off.

However, I am sure competitors in the novice competition will want to feel included in

the overall Winter League competition and that is why points awarded to the novice

teams will count towards the final team result.

Under 12’s competition.

Last year, over 80 children took part in the under 12’s competition. As you can

imagine that is a lot of very young children, with a huge range of ability, to compete for

only 6 rosettes. To help rectify this a little, last year I graded the competition, to give

the less able/experienced riders a little more encouragement. Although I spoke to

everyone by phone, there was still a little uncertainty on the day. Please remember

that the following are only guidelines and not strict rules. They are hopefully designed

to encourage young rides of all abilities and to give them all a ‘level dressage arena’ to

compete on, so to speak.

The competition will be split into 3 as follows. In each of the A,B and C categories

rosettes will be awarded to teams and individuals to 6th place.

A teams:- These are under 12’s who will ride a decent test but who may not quite be

up to riding the ride-off test. They are the sort of children who might do quite well in

the Area Novice Challenge dressage competition. 1st and 2nd places from the A arena

from previous years may not compete again in the under 12’s competition on the same

pony. (That last sentence is a rule).

B teams:- Under 12’s of average ability who can ride straight up the centre line,

canter a 20 meter circle and are generally capable of accomplishing all the movements

in the test, if not to the very highest standards.

C teams:- These children may be first timers in the dressage arena, may need friends

to stand at the corners of the arena to give them confidence, may not be able to turn

onto the centre line and probably won’t be straight, may not be able to fully canter a 20

meter circle.

I hope this is helpful to you.

As with the over 12 novice riders I am sure children in this competition will wish to feel

included in the overall team series. So, each team in each of the 3 graded

competitions will have their team totals added. These totals will then be put into an

overall result for the Winter League points. I have attached last years under 12’s

result so that you can see how it worked last year.

Points are awarded to teams in each round as follows:-

1st place = 6 points

2nd place = 5 points

3rd place = 4 points

4th place = 3 points

5th place = 2 points

6th place = 1 point

A league table will be published on the Fylde & District web site within 7 days of each

round.

Competitors in any round can have a caller for the test.

A final plea and thank you.

As you know I am now the DC for Fylde & District as well as organising this

competition. This makes me very busy. Please, please, please can you make sure

that your team declarations and entries are in on time. I certainly will not have time

this year for any chasing round if you are late. If you have any special requests for

times etc., make sure they are clearly marked on your declarations or entries. As

ever, I will do my best to accommodate every one, but if I don’t know I can’t do it.

Also thank you everyone for the beautiful flowers you gave me last year - it was a

lovely gesture.

Regards,

Liz Highfield.

DC Fylde & District Branch of the Pony Club.
