Beginners Guide to Searching OVID Databases

Databases are collections of searchable information, many of which give the full text of articles from academic journals. The indexing in these databases may be subject to human error, so be prepared to think of alternative ways of searching for your subject.

Accessing the databases

Log in to OVID either via the college web page at http://www.cant.ac.uk or by typing in the following web site address: http://gateway.uk.ovid.com/athens
Type your Athens Username and Password into the boxes, then click on Login.
[image: image1.png]Athens

s management serv

Athens Authentication Point

Username:

Password:

() Login
his is  secure login

Any problams logaing in, click hare for our alternative login pags.

supportosid.com | Contact Ouid |

() Copuriaht, EduSers. All rights reseruad. October 2002 Athens is & Service of Edusery




A list of available databases will appear. You can select just one by clicking once on the blue database name. Or you can select more than one database to search. If you want more information about a database, click on the [image: image2.png]


 information button beside the database name. 
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For this tutorial we will use the following database - MEDLINE 1996 to September Week 4 2003.

Click on this database now.

Subject Search

For the purpose of this tutorial you are going to search for information about whether vitamin C is effective in preventing or treating the common cold. 

To carry out a subject search, type a keyword, e.g. ‘cold’ into the text box on the screen, making sure that the ‘map term to subject heading box’ is ticked. Click the ‘perform search’ button now, and you will be mapped to a list of subject headings.
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The subject headings listed all have ‘scope notes’ to describe the terms  - click on these notes if you want to see a definition of the subject.  Untick the box next to any subject you don’t want (cold). Tick the box to the left of the subject you do want (common cold), and make sure you have ticked ‘explode’ if you want to include more specific subjects too.  Click on the ‘continue’ button now.
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At the ‘sub-headings’ screen, tick the ‘include all subheadings’ box, and click on the ‘continue’ button.
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You will now have a set with more than 500 articles about the common cold.
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Repeat the same steps that you went through with cold for the second part of your subject – vitamin C.  

This should result in the screen below – more than 5,000 results for ascorbic acid as well as over 500 results for common cold.

[image: image8.png]MEDLINE
<1996 to September Week 4 2003>

SO @EN®-HIN T 8

Rattor  Tile Jownal Fidd Took Oombne Lmit  Bssic Cadiie Logoff

o VvV 1D

# Search History Results | Display
exp COMMON COLD/ 586
2 [exp Ascorbic Acid! 5691

@rersonaiccon @ SwedSenrches @ Swa Search story @ Delea Searchas

Enter Keyword or phrase: [ZIMap Term to Subject Heading





Now click on the ‘combine’ icon.

This gives you a screen that allows you to select the sets to be combined.
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Tick the boxes beside the terms you want to combine, in this case #1 and #2, and click on the ‘continue’ button. You now have a set of references that contain both of the subjects you have searched (common cold and vitamin C).

[image: image10.png]o v

1D

MEDLINE
<1996 to September Week 4 2003>

S @FENOHIN T B

fthor  Te ol VAL Took ocombne Lmb  basic SymE Logolt
# Search History Results | Display
exp COMMON COLD/ 586
2 |exp Ascorbic Acidf 5691
3 [1and2 25

[ me—

Enter Keyword or phrase:

@ SavedSenrches @ Sove Search Hitory @ Dakte Searcher

[ZIMap Term to Subject Heading





To look at the results, click on the ‘display’ button beside the set you want to see, in this case the 25 results for #3. The first 10 references will be displayed.
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Move around the list of references by clicking on the navigation buttons to see the next or previous 10 references.

To see more detail about a reference, click on the blue text under the reference.  This will take you into the abstract, complete reference, or fulltext of the article.

Tick the box to the left of any of the references you want to save or print.

Once you have chosen the references you want to save or print, use the ‘citation manager’ box at the bottom of the screen to print, save or email your results.  Decide which fields to include in your printout, which format to use (usually ‘Ovid’ or ‘Brief’, unless you use citation manager software on your own computer), and whether to print, email or save the references to a disc.  Click in the boxes and then click one of the buttons in the ‘action’ column to make your selections.
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When you have finished searching, click on the ‘logoff’ button at the top of the screen.
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